
Happy Friday everybody, 

 

I would like to thank you for your ongoing support during this week as school staff prepared to welcome 

all students back to school on Monday, January 10th for face-to-face learning. The Province provided 

guidance to schools and school districts on implementing extra precautions to keep schools safe for 

students, teachers and staff. I would like to share the enhanced safety measures that will be in place when 

students return to school Monday: 

 

 School events and assemblies will be virtual; 

 Adult-only meetings will be virtual, whenever possible; 

 Visitors to the school will be limited to those who provide direct benefit to student learning and 

wellbeing (e.g., teacher candidates, meal program volunteers, etc.); 

 Spectators at school events, including sporting events, are not permitted; 

 School classrooms will be reconfigured to maximize the amount of personal spacing available; 

 Break times will be staggered and students will use outdoor classroom doors to reduce the 

congestion in hallways and shared spaces during transition and break times; 

 Restricting the sharing of food among students (e.g., birthday cupcakes). 

 

These enhanced safety measures are layered upon these existing preventive measures that continue to be 

in place in our school.  

 

 Completing the daily health checklist or using the K to 12 Health Check App  

 Ensuring students and staff stay home when they are sick or have symptoms 

 Using available space to spread out, and to respect others personal space 

 Students (K-7) and staff wearing a mask when in schools or riding a bus 

 Regular and effective hand washing and/or sanitizing 

 Cleaning and disinfecting all surfaces at least once a day 

 

Our school’s Communicable Disease Prevention Plan has been updated to include all enhanced safety 

measures. Please take the time to review the amended plan and continue to support and follow the health 

measures that are being implemented in schools to keep schools safe for students, teachers, and staff.  

 

Continuity of Learning Plans 

 

Staff also spent this week developing our school’s Continuity of Learning Plan to support ongoing student 

learning, should there be unusually high absenteeism of students and/or staff in our school. Our school’s 

Continuity of Learning Plan provides information to parents/caregivers about what learning support 

would look like should there be a need to move away from face-to-face instruction. The following four 

scenarios of providing learning are documented within the plan. 

 

 Scenario One: Face-to-Face Programming with Enhanced Safety Measures (our current scenario) 

 Scenario Two: Hybrid Learning (Face-to-face and online or paper programming) 

 Scenario Three: Partial or Full Functional Closure of School 

 Scenario Four: Online Learning 

 

Please read through our Continuity of Learning Plan to understand the specifics of each scenario and the 

learning that you can expect to be provided to your child. 

 

Our Continuity of Learning Plan is intended to support students who are away from school for an 

extended absence due to self-isolation because of sickness, are presenting with symptoms or our school 

needs to functionally close because high absenteeism of staff prevents the safe operation of the school.  

https://www.sd73.bc.ca/en/community-parents-and-students/resources/CDPP/Daily-Health-Check.pdf
https://www.k12dailycheck.gov.bc.ca/healthcheck?execution=e1s1
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1MXdJJFHocQrHIu1yIeui0SWlC9atj_ZrUsOiClVjAyQ/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1YiXpoGnCGJ8bcS6AsHToCsut1ze5Sloc/edit


 

School Exposure Notifications and Contact Tracing 

 

In a call with the Ministry of Education today, school district leaders learned that public notification of 

exposures is no longer a useful tool for preventing spread of the Omicron variant of COVID-19. The 

increased transmissibility of the Omicron variant and the shorter incubation period, results in more people 

being infected quicker, which makes contact tracing ineffective, and in some ways, even impossible. The 

direction from Interior Health for anyone who tests positive for COVID-19 is to self-report a positive test, 

self-isolate, and notify close contacts. This information, along with examples of close contacts, can be 

found on the Interior Health website. 

 

I appreciate that this January’s unique start has been challenging in many ways. I do, however, want to 

reassure you that both your child’s safety and education continue to be the top priorities of the school staff 

at Pacific Way Elementary.  

 

As always, please feel free to reach out to me by phone or email if you have any questions or concerns, so 

that I can help support you and your child’s learning. 

 

 

PAC meeting 

Our next PAC meeting will be Tuesday January 11 at 7:00. If you would like to join, please use the link 

below: 

 https://ca01web.zoom.us/j/69506799046?pwd=aVUwMkR0YTZzY2huR2p2aWUzT0FJdz09 

 

Coming up: 

Jan 18 @ 9:15 Greenwood and Gundel skating 

Jan 21 @ 10:30 Marriott and Salle skating 

 

https://www.interiorhealth.ca/health-and-wellness/disease-outbreaks/covid-19/testing-positive
https://ca01web.zoom.us/j/69506799046?pwd=aVUwMkR0YTZzY2huR2p2aWUzT0FJdz09

